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I N V I T A T I O N  
to the 

 

Skills development and life-long-learning for 
older people 

Workshop  
for the development of European cooperation and project proposals for the 

submission to European Commission funding programmes 
on 

 
15 September 2010, 13:00 – 18:00 h  

at the 

Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, Düsseldorf, Horionplatz 1, Room 444  

organised by: 

  
Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State 

of North Rhine-Westphalia 
SEN@ER - Silver Economy Network of European Regions 

 
The Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia and the “Silver Economy Network 
of European Regions (SEN@ER)” (www.silvereconomy-europe.org) - would like to invite you to the “Skills development 
and life-long-learning for older people” workshop. The workshop aims at the development of innovative project ideas and 
proposals for submission to EU funding programmes. These can range from projects addressing quality criteria in the field of 
learning by and teaching of seniors (e.g. at universities of the third age), European guidelines for the development of 
modules for learning of seniors (content development for learning offers) but also projects on ways to teach youngsters 
through seniors (transfer of knowledge and experience of seniors) and the development of special learning programmes or 
the better coordination of existing learning offers in regions to be better focussed and targeted towards seniors. 
 
The European Commission in their working document on the future “EU2010” strategy emphasised that skills are the key 
element for Europe's economic and productivity growth and for job creation. Lifelong learning is the key element to ensure 
good transition between jobs and occupations and in avoiding long-term unemployment leading to loss of human capital. It 
continues by saying that Europe has to ensure that European workers have the skills to contribute to the knowledge-based 
economy. Supply and demand need to be matched better. Labour mobility must be promoted to ensure that people can take 
up new opportunities by moving to where their skills are most needed.  
 
The Commission strongly emphasis the need for high-quality education and skills development and is putting special 
emphasis on lifelong learning as a key issue for success. It is within this context that it needs to be ensured that older 
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generations and seniors gain a maximum of skills and qualifications and through lifelong learning continuously update their 
knowledge and skills which allows them to remain in gainful employment as long as possible and also continue in gainful 
living as pensioners. 
 
Finally, and in The European Digital Agenda adopted by the European Commission on 19 May 2010 the Commission will put 
strong emphasis on ‘e-skills’ and ‘digital literacy’ in the coming years. Part of the new strategy is the need for the 
implementation of a long-term e-skills and digital literacy policies to promote relevant incentives for different target groups 
whereby disadvantaged groups are explicitly mentioned. 

Against the background of the upcoming European Year for Active Ageing & Intergenerational Solidarity 2012 the 
workshop objectives are to 
- Inform about the objectives of the European Year for Active Ageing & Intergenerational Solidarity 2012 
- develop a European exchange of information on activities and initiatives in different European regions,  
- identify areas for cooperation which may lead to the establishment of partner consortia and  
- develop and submit project proposals to European Commission funding programmes.  
At the workshop we will also introduce you to relevant funding programmes of the European Commission. These offer 
opportunities to different types of institutions in the regions for obtaining funding for a variety of different activities in the topic 
areas ‘Silver Economy’, and ‘Skills development and life-long-learning for older people’ which they would like to carry out 
with partners from other European regions. 

The invited participants are kindly asked to submit to the SEN@ER Secretariat their points for discussion, ideas and 
proposal outline papers and projects they plan to present at the workshop ideally already before the workshop 
which will allow us to speed up the discussion and the decision making processes at the workshop. 

 
Who should attend? The workshop is recommended for representatives from regional authorities, regional development 
agencies, universities and research institutions, education and training institutions and providers, city / municipality 
authorities, expert networks, associations and federations of different type but also individuals and organisations with 
concrete ideas and interests for European projects in the topic area with and without experience in EC funding programmes. 

Language: the presentation language will be English. 

Date and Location 

Date: 15 September 2010 
Time: 13:00 – 18:00 h 
Location & Venue: Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia 

Horionplatz 1, 40213 Düsseldorf; Tel. +49 (0)49-2118618-3320, www.mgepa.nrw.de  
Contact: Dr. Claus Eppe, claus.eppe@mgepa.nrw.de 
Chairpersons:   
Dr. Claus Eppe, Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State of North Rhine-
Westphalia 

 

Agenda 
13:00 – 13:15 Welcome and Introduction Round  
13:15 – 13:30 Introduction of the topic  Dr. Claus Eppe, Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and 

Ageing of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia 
Learning at older age – Learning regions 
and networking in North Rhine-Westphalia: 
the example of “Generation Manager” 

Rainer Overmann, Generationen Akademie Rheinland 
e.V. 

EMIL, EAGLE & IANUS: European 
Intergenerational & Later Life Learning 
Projects: Experiences from the Past & 
Plans for the Future 

Thomas Fischer, Institute for Learning Innovation (ILI), 
Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-Nuremberg 
(Germany) & Lambrakis Foundation (Greece) 

13:30 – 14:30 

Presentations of ongoing projects and 
project ideas and proposals for new 
European projects 

Presentations from SEN@ER partner regions including: 
- EZUS: European Centre for University Studies of 

Seniors (Dr. Dr. Paul Wolters)  
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 - German Institute for Adult Education (DIE) (Kathrin 
Hülsmann) 

14:30 – 15:30 Presentations by stakeholders on current 
their activities, interests and plans  

All workshop participants 
Chairperson:  
Dr. Claus Eppe, Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and 
Ageing of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia 

15:30 – 16:30 Discussion: possible areas of cooperation 
across Europe 

Open Discussion 

16:30 – 17:15 Discussion and agreement on topic(s) and 
partners for cooperation at European level 

Open Discussion 

17:15 – 17:45 European funding opportunities Werner B. Korte, SEN@ER European Secretariat 
17:45 – 18:00 The next steps and outlook Chairperson: 

Dr. Claus Eppe, Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and 
Ageing of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia 

18:00 Closing of the day  
 

Contact 
Responsible SEN@ER partner region: 
 
Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State of 
North Rhine-Westphalia 
Dr. Claus Eppe 
Horionplatz 1, 40213 Düsseldorf, Germany 
Phone: +49 (2 11) 8 618-3320 
Fax: +49 (2 11) 8 618-4460 
mailto: claus.eppe@mgepa.nrw.de 

European SEN@ER Secretariat: 
 
Christiane Krupp, Werner B. Korte  
empirica Gesellschaft für Kommunikations- und 
Technologieforschung mbH 
Oxfordstr. 2, 53111 Bonn, Germany Phone: +49 (2 28) 9 85 
30-0 
Fax: +49 (2 28) 9 85 30-12 
mailto: senwinet@empirica.com  
http://www.empirica.com/  
http://www.silvereconomy-europe.org/ 

 
 
European SEN@ER Secretariat   

 

empirica GmbH 
Oxfordstr. 2  
53111 Bonn  
Germany  

http://www.silvereconomy-europe.org/ 

Werner B. Korte  
werner.korte@empirica.com   

Ingo Meyer  
ingo.meyer@empirica.com   

Christiane Krupp 
Christiane.krupp@empirica.com  

 
Supported by: 

 
North Rhine-Westphalia: 
Claus Eppe: claus.eppe@mgepa.nrw.de  
 
and the SEN@ER network partner regions: 
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Extremadura: 
David Carmona: director@fundecyt.es  
Teresa Munoz: teresa@fundecyt.es  

Limburg: 
Servi Verstappen: s.verstappen@prvlimburg.nl  

 

 
Extremadura: 
David Carmona: director@fundecyt.es  
Teresa Munoz: teresa@fundecyt.es 

Mid-East Ireland Region 
John Byrne: mera@eircom.net  

 

 
 
 

Extremadura: 
Miguel Ángel Martín Ramos: miguel.martin@fundacionyuste.org  

Limousin: 
David Buchet: d-buchet@cr-limousin.fr  

 

 
Gelderland: 
Doede Sijtsma: d.sijtsma@prv.gelderland.nl  

North West England Region: 
Ian Hugh: Ian.McHugh@nwda.co.uk  
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SEN@ER 
Silver Economy Network of European Regions 
A joint initiative of European regions initiated by the region of 
North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany) 

www.silvereconomy-europe.org 

 
Workshop Registration 

 

“Skills development and life-long-learning for older people”  
15th September 2010, 13:00 – 18:00 h 

Ministry of Health, Equalities, Care and Ageing of the State of North Rhine-
Westphalia 

Horionplatz 1, Düsseldorf, Room 444 
 

 I will attend 

 I can not attend but am interested and please keep me informed 

 Other: ………………………………………….. 

Please complete: 
 

Organisation ............................................................................... 

Name ............................................................................... 

Address ............................................................................... 

Code and City ............................................................................... 

Telephone ............................................................................... 

Fax ............................................................................... 

E-mail ............................................................................... 

URL (www) .........................................................................……. 
Kindly send back by fax or e-mail ideally to: 

Dr. Claus Eppe 
Ministry of Health, Equalities, 
Care and Ageing of the State of 
North Rhine-Westphalia  
Horionplatz 1 
D-40213 Düsseldorf 
fon +49 (2 11) 8 618-3320 
fax +49 (2 11) 8 618-53320 
claus.eppe@mgepa.nrw.de   

or SEN@ER European Secretariat 
C/o empirica Gesellschaft für 
Kommunikations- und Technologieforschung 
mbH 
Oxfordstr. 2 
D - 53111 Bonn 
fon: +49 (2 28) 9 85 30-0 
fax: +49 (2 28) 9 85 30-12 
senwinet@empirica.com or 
Werner.korte@empirica.com  

 


